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After Watching a Snake

And in this disconcerting creature
a tiny hunger
—Jorie Graham

Myosin heavy chain in muscle
roped to bone,

breathless head bent in strain,
narrow tail

twisted as around the rod of
Hermes,

neck buried in crystallography
like ribless
vertebrae deep under pitted
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scales.
This hungry fibril reappears,
head above

grassy sinews and eyes locked on
actin flies,

pauses until the tropomyosin
lash slips aside,

baring tender fossa below.
Again

and again the thick filament grips
thin abdomens,

knits nanometer sutures of power,
stitches

burly fibers to cold-blooded
molecular desire.

Publishing Information

¢ Opening quote from “I Watched a Snake” by Jorie Graham in Erosion (Princeton University Press, 1983).
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¢ "Green Snake Cailing a Branch [5]" © Thomas Hafeneth; public domain.
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