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Porcelain Santa

Someone must have tossed it from a car

and onto the sidewalk, here, where the bus comes—
the woman who works at Woolworth's

slips a chip of beard into her purse—

but God knows why they did it.

Maybe the last mailbox was filled with Belgium blocks,
or reinforced in a way that made the bat swing back
and shatter their rear window,

so they found something else to destroy.

Or a husband, whose mother just loved it,
never returned from his business in Guam.
Imagine that mock Statue of Liberty,
surrounded by palm trees on the postcard.

Or some poor drunk just lifted it from the bar,

as if it were a Guinness glass or a coaster,

and, somehow, in the middle of White Christmas,
just couldn’t bear the burden of bringing it home.
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